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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRASIL 04880 211928Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 EUR- 12 ISO-OO L-03 10-14 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 COME-OO CEQ-01 INT-05 SMI-01 
DODE-OO EPAE-00 NEA-11 OIC-02 SSO-OO INRE-00 /081 W 

013831 211934Z/72 

OR211905Z JUN78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7979 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS BRASILIA 4880 

EO 11652 NA 

TAGS SENV EFIS IWC-1, BR 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 30TH ANNUAL IWC MEETING 

REF: STATE 155504 

EMBASSY PRESENTED POINTS OF REFTEL TO IWC BACKSTOP OFFICE OF FON 
MIN (BRAZIL'S IWC COMMISSIONER HAD ALREADY DEPARTED TO ATTEND 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE MEETING) WITH FOLLOWING RESULTS: 

A. ABORIGINAL WHALING -GOB EXPECTS TO GO ALONG WITH MAJORITY OF 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON THIS ISSUE. (COMMENT: USG SHOULD TAKE NOTE 
IN DISCUSSION WITH GOB REPS THAT GOB DESCRIBES BRAZILIAN HARVEST 
OF MINK WHALES AS "NON-COMMERCIAL", "ARTISANAL", "SUBSISTENCE", 

AND "NEO-ABORIGINAL". END COMMENT). 

B. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS - GOB HAS NO OBJECTION TO ADMISSION OF 
ACCREDITED PRESS AND "BONA-FIDE" OBSERVERS TO PLENARY SESSIONS 
OF IWC. 

C. TEN- YEAR MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL WHALING-GOB HAS NOT YET 
DECIDED ON POSITION ON THIS ISSUE BUT WILL DECIDE BY COB JUNE 23 
AND ADVISE GOB COMMISSIONER. GOB WOULD NOT SUPPORT MORATORIUM 
IN IWC, EVEN IF IT PREFERRED MORATORIUM, IF IT APPEARED THAT USSR 
AND JAPAN OR OTHERS WOULD NOT ABIDE BY TERMS OR IT THREATENED 
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BREAKUP OF IWC. (COMMENT. GOB FEELS ITS PRESENT MINK WHALE QUOTE 
IS MARGINALLY LOW AND FURTHER REDUCTION IN QUOTA WOULD THREATEN 
CONTINUATION OF BRAZILIAN WHALING. END COMMENT.) 

D. CHANGES TO NEW MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES-GOB AGAIN EXPECTS TO GO 
ALONG WITH SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE MAJORITY. 
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E. RENEGOTIATION OF IWC CONVENTION-GOB IS SENDING REP TO 
COPENHAGEN PREPARATORY MEETING AND IS NOT PRESSING FOR EARLY 
RENEGOTIATION. 

SAYRE 
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